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WWOOFing Opportunity

PSN members Peter & Lainey
Brecknock have recently
registered their farm Allyn River
Permaculture as a WWOOF host.
(NH133)

If you would like to see
"Permaculture in Practice" and
have hands on experience on a
rural permaculture property,
please contact them on 02 4938
9748 or
info@allynriverpermaculture.com.
au or checkout their web site
www.allynriverpermaculture.com.
au.

More information on pages 7 & 8.

Presidents Report

A warm August hello to PSN members! This is
starting to feel like a pretty long, dreary winter
to me and trying to get from A to B in Sydney
is like trying to swim though honey sometimes
(what permaculture could do to optimise our
transport systems!!!). But there have been
some great PSN events, big plans and happy
permies over the past month that have
brightened up the winter gloom.

I've been lucky enough to sit in on some of the
classes in the PSN Permaculture Design Course
over the past six weeks, and it has been a
fantastic experience going through the
curriculum again with a lovely group of
enthusiastic new permies. Permaculture is so
rich in information about how our planet works,
and how we can work with it to create better
settlements. Even just reading a page or two of
Bill's manual makes me again look at the world
with fresh eyes. If you haven't looked at Bill
Mollison's Permaculture Designer's Manual, |
highly recommend it. This PDC class will be
graduating this weekend, and many will be
connecting with our community to continue
their learning through PSN activities.

Last Sunday we had a hall full of people for the
PA Yeomans workshop, where we learned
about his revolutionary development of the
keyline water management system, and how to
protect his Richmond demonstration property
from developers. The event was a huge
success, and I'd like to congratulate
coordinator Barry Hadaway, the fantastic
speakers and all who helped out on the day to
make it such a great event.

August Guest Speaker Geoff Lawton

This month we are sure to have full house with
world renowned Permaculturist Geoff Lawton
presenting at our meeting on Monday 16th
August.

Geoff is the Director of the Permaculture
Research Institute of Australia, world renowned
permaculture designer, and frequent co-teacher
with Bill Mollison. He holds a diploma in
permaculture design.

Since 1995 he has specialized in permaculture
education, design, implementation, system
establishment, administration and community
development.

In 1996 he was accredited with the

| Permaculture Community Services Award by the

permaculture movement for services in
Australia and around the world.

Another big one to
put in your
calendar is the
Australian
Permaculture
Convergence
(APC10), which is
being hosted by
Permaculture
Cairns in the
rainforests of far
north Queensland.

It runs from
September 24-27,
and will feature high profile permaculture
practitioners and dignitaries from around the
Asia Pacific region. These events are always
hugely inspiring, and a wonderful opportunity to
hear about permaculture advances across
Australia and beyond. As we've just been
delivered the news that the first half of 2010 is
the hottest on record, the theme 'Permaculture
Solutions for a Changing World' could not be
more timely. Please checkapcl10.org for more
details, and do join us if you can.

Lastly, make sure you don't miss our August
meeting in Lindfield - and it would be a good
idea to get to the hall early because Geoff
Lawton is coming to town! With his inspiring
stories from aid projects around the world, and
his extensive knowledge about permaculture
and how to use it, he is guaranteed to draw a
big crowd. I look forward to seeing you there.

Since 1985, Geoff has undertaken a large
number of jobs consulting, designing, teaching
and implementing in over thirty countries
around the world. Clients have included private
individuals, groups, communities, governments,
aid organizations, non-governmental
organizations and multinational companies.

Geof fbos aim
educational demonstration sites. He has
currently educated over 6,000 students in
permaculture worldwide. Lawton's 'master plan’
is see aid projects being replicated as fast as
possible to help ameliorate the growing food
and water crisis.

Geoff will speak about Food Forest Design,
Jordan and the next IPC, Masdar City Update
and for the balance of the time take questions
from PSN members on aspects of Permaculture
they might be interested in.

i sreplicatinge st abl i
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Advocacy - Barry Hadaway

The last month has been dominated by two activities. In advocating that Yeomans

heritage properties be preserved

Yeomanés Day .

we are also advocating that
I wono6t say a | ot about the dekndviedge d fis KsLiad syste r
Yeoman®d Day event as ther eYeomansa e pr@sérieddnd prometddoHist

Day in this newsletter. What | would like to add in this report is
to reflect on the fact that

properties O0Yoba}
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interconnectedness of Advocacy with all aspects of
Permaculture. We have advocated the preservation of
Yeoman® heritage properties
reasons.

at

Yeomanssignificance cannot be overstated. Professor Stuart
Hill in his presentation on Keyline stated, fi i f
has ever been worthy of a Nobel Prize it is
P.A.Yeomans . dhis is a big statement. What is it based on?
Yeomans contribution to Australia and to the world is
significant at many levels:

U His development of the deceptively simple Key Line
system of water management showed the world how to
drought proof land, to build new topsoil and to restore

fertility to degraded land.

Yeomans came to North Richmond not as a farmer but
as a Mining Engineer. He applied his powers of
observation and cross discipline knowledge to solving
the critical agricultural
can soil erosion be preve
Mol I'i son and David Hol mgr
forest systems and their tremendous productivity and
the subsequent development of Permaculture as a
system of sustainable agriculture mimicking nature.
Yeomans was one of the people who inspired Mollison
and Holmgren.

Yeomans didnodét simply sol
prevent soil erosion?b
dead end. Soil erosion could never be completely
stopped but only slowed down, so applying this type of
thinking would inevitably lead to all agricultural land
being degraded. dgubleloopn o s
learning to the problem. He challenged the practices,
thinking and policies that led to the soil erosion problem
in the first place. He decided the solution was not to
stop soil erosion but to create soil.

Inthe 1981 Nationwide r eport on
the Kiewa Valley he talks
hi md. Yeomans wunderstood
beings did not exist independent of the landscape, that
we had our place in the landscape and had to respect
and nurture the land.

He

field days dur i n @& ‘ i
196006s. There isg i Q]
Nywbatnie, wiich & fargedyn d = f o @G85 ; '
undamaged, could not be restored (5
as a preeminent Key Line

any Aus td@n@rpstiragoH site. The Yeomans

case also highlights the failure of democracy in NSW at both
the State level and the Local Government level. It illustrates
why we need to push for electoral reform and a ban on all
political donations by corporations and organisations.

Advocacy is not simply compl a
Advocacy is advocating the adoption of Permaculture solutions
in order to develop a sustainable society for the sake of our
children and our grandchildren and all future generations.

Questions for Candidates

pFrom Bonsidasingotie ingpiragion gf £ 4. Yeomansawe meve to
n t the grawis fargerthatdgs pelitics in Austrplia. iTke dederat elegign
e ncangpaig fs gnslerway and | slespair & the stpunehyesistance
of the major parties to address any of the serious sustainability

i ssues that confront our soci
Bott omo. We are treated to a

AiDid noto, fiDi d soalpausedni d not

In an attempt to focus minds on real issues | have sent our
v eQuestipas fop Gapdislates m taajl northerp Sydneyt Labor,
rLiberal and Greensicandidates;fay thes201§ Geglaral elegtign. 13
have also sent them to Julia Gillard, Tony Abbott and Bob
Brown.

If anyone has the integrity and courage to reply before polling
a PgBy! 1 Wiff1&k members know the details of the response. The
Questions for Candidates should be available for you to view
on the Advocacy Letters page of the PSN website athttp://
permaculturenorth.org.au/index.php?g=advocacy team_page

Advocacy Meetings
Yeomanso zworR; T n

aTbeoAgvocacgy deam meets onjthe aegondiTsigsday k st
i neyeningrpiche menth | cgmmergiagtat 713Qpm.aah
3 Yerong Street, Ryde. Come along and give us the benefit
of your ideas. Tell us what issues you are passionate about.
Help us to promote Permaculture.

(o]

Book Review - www.spinifexpress.com.au/Bookstore/author/id=132/

World According to Monsanto in the Sydney Morning
Herald

The World According to Monsantowas reviewed in this week-
end's Sydney Morning Heraldby John Newton. Unfortunately
it's not online, but here's a sample:

"How curious that the publication in Australia of 7he World
According to Monsanto coincides with the announcement

of field trials of 11 lines of genetically modified wheat

at Narrabri in NSW and Corrigin in Western Australia.

Turn to chapter 11 and you'll find the heading 'Transgenic

wheat: Monsanto's lost battle in North America'. The story of
Monsanto and GM wheat in North America is an unusual one,
according to Robin's book, because it was 'an extraordinary
struggle that led to the greatest defeat ever suffered by Mon-
santo'. Defeat is not something that the company suffers
gladly. The World According to Monsantooutlines the lengths
to which it will go to avoid it. The industrial takeover of sci-
ence in an age when public funding is being withdrawn is
fraught with danger. Australia is not immune. And, as we've
seen, Monsanto doesn't like losing. With GM wheat, is it a case
of 'we failed in North America, let's try Australia'?"
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Living Skills - Annette Owen -Mulder

Thank you Keelah Lam for
hosting and leading such an
informative workshop on
Green Cleaning. We had a big
turnout and signed up more
new members i welcome to
Virginia and Janelle.

It amazes me each month

how many people come to our

workshops and the amount of

shared knowledge there is out

there. |took many notes and

| 6ve typed up
and tips and t

eani hints

cl
page on the website. They range from using old fashioned

peroxide and eucalyptus oil, new favourites like lemon myrtle,
classic rosemary and camomile rinses for hair and THE most

ng

creative way of wusing slugs t
article written by Stephanie Pain and published in the New
Scientist in July 2000 that is well worth a read. (If you google
fisl ugs eat bathroom moul do

Ku-ring -gai Local Group - Diana Watson

Our last meeting started with a visit to the Turramurra Lookout
Community Garden. We admired the significant progress made
by the group and commiserated over the visits by anonymous
animals who had clearly been feasting on their plants.
Sometimes it is hard to share. Great to have extra family
members if only for a short visit i children are always
welcome.

Later, as we wal ked through t
Andrew Little read the landscape explaining the soil conditions
and how they related to the plant survival and successes.

The evidence of many microclimates in this relatively small
area illustrates the importance of our suburban Zone 5to a
healthy environment. The close proximity of different soil
conditions mirrors the variation that many of us have in our
gardens and reminded us that we can exploit this with our
plantings.

Our planning session came up with alternatives for keeping out
wallabies1 please contribute ideas if you have some.

And then as a reward for all the incredible input, we had
afternoon tea. It was an absolute feast - a gorgeous tasty
savoury omelette, an amazing bread studded with soft roasted
garlic, coconut macaroons, a creamy coconut slice and a
delicious moist orange slice to name just a sampling!

The Al f 1 tds
and my home. Pl ease | et me know
be bringing to | earn how to mend
we have someone who can help you make it whole again.

| &m hopeful that this workshop wi
about repairing, renewing and rebuilding everything from a

broken chair to hole in a pair of jeans.
a

| Due to many requests, the September workshop will be Garden g
Tool Care & Maintenance. Tools with sharp, forged blades take
out weeds painlessly, cultivate effortlessly, and are a pleasure
to hold. Never cheap, these tools need regular care to hold

their edge and retain their
it is to dig with a sharp spade!

| f ke

Brokenodo workshop is

Sk

V ag ru €

be he Liwvi

on t

youodd I to n g

Y 0 'at: livingskills@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Margaret Boutell, Rowan Boutell, Isabel Sukkar, Roslyn Zanetic, John Zanetic, Andrew Little at
Turramurra Lookout Community Garden

Congratulations to new PSN PDC Graduates - Penny Pyett Course Convener

PSN would like to congratulate all its new PDC Graduates who
all just successfully completed their course Sunday 1st August.
The group produced excellent designs for a permaculture CSA
on the Karonga school oval that will be considered for the
schools final CSA design. Im am sure they will continue to con-
tribute to many permaculture projects and work for them, for
their community and for Permaculture North. We wish them
lots of luck and best wishes and remind them that the PSN will
be there, as always, to support and resource. Congratulations
to Amanda Lo; Nicholle Herbert; Peter Wright; Peter Muras;
Jeff Turner; Mark McKenna,; Philippa Fraser; Katie Rushworth;
and Barbara Clark.

Celebration dinner together.
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Lane Cove Local Group- Mandy Stubbs

Lane Cove Group has had a very Jolly July, with some exciting
happenings.

The community garden at Chatswood South Uniting Church is
still going great guns, with the fence going up any day (where
have you heard that one before!) and a wonderful new shed
given to us by lan Longbottom from Lane Cove Council. Then
we will be able to fill it with some tools, bought with our
Council grant money. Another wonderfully productive Open
Day and working bee last weekend, saw many turn up to work
hard. Girl power made the last petal of our mandala garden.
Boy power dug up the drain. Person power made more
compost. Kid power painted faces and generally had fun. Cake
power got us across the line and home by dark!

Last weekend saw a community garden fund raising stall at
Rozelle markets. A fantastic fun day was had by several of us,
selling off our precious treasures, standing in the sun, chatting
and having some coffee. We made around $400, which will buy
fruit and nut trees for the garden.

Pauline, Barb and Mandy at the Rozelle Markets fundraising stall

The July workshop at the garden focused on beneficial insects.  Future plans are a membership drive at the Cammeraygal

We had a talk and were shown some amazing slides of Festival Opening on 14" August, followed by a composting

beauti ful oépestsd and t heir prwerdshop atthe comnaunity gardeni witleReterRutledowd. r e s pe ¢
for them all. Bees were also on the agenda and we are hoping  Another fundraiser for the community garden will be Election

to get a hive on site in the Spring. Day stalls at the church, with trash and treasure, plants,

Our July PSNLC meeting was a working bee at Wendy and lunches, etc. Come and vote here (Chatswood South Uniting

Al asdairo6s. They were very ha pCEUJCh)v@ri]dtsuerort't e Ico;nm%nlrtygac;d{en a(_t:]tgers%{nee anl)e', ver
work and general weeding and planting, and all looking So come along and see the garden, join the group, attend a
fabul ous at dayoés end, after morksbopad gegerally getstuck into making this planet a
greener, healthier, friendlier, cakier world!
Warringah Pittwater Manly Local Group - Cameron Little
Northern Beaches Permabubs
Are you trying to raise a small child in an ethical and And as Kate says Aif all-sleephat sou
sustainable manner in a world that seems to have lost the plot?  then feel free to just hang and vague -0 u t Il i ke | so of

Kate Mirow, member of Permaculture Warringah Pittwater
Manly, with her young son Bennie
wanted to have a chance to socialise
with like -minded people - permaculturally
minded mums, dads, grandparents and
carers to relax, chat and generally share
stories and ideas about how to do it

right.

What age kids is Permabubs for?

AAnyo says Kate, ABri
arms as well as the kids who will

give the play equipment a run for its

money! o

Kate and the others are keeping
things pretty loose to start out with
and have been meeting at the
walled in park at the Narrabeen
Tram Shed Arts & Community
Centre and some other places as it
takes their fancy. It is a great way
for permaculture kids to meet and

After raising the idea at one of the
monthly permaculture meetings for the
northern beaches, Kate found that others
felt that she was onto a winner.

So what is it? Basically the idea behind
Permabubs is that it would be a little like be friends from a young age and
the 'mothers group' that the council 3 help both the kids and their parents
places you in once you have your bub aimed at people and carers to link in with a new social network in their local
interested in sustainable lifestyles. While you chat and area.

supervise the littlies, you can discuss all the stuff we love like: The group is aimed at people from the Northern Beaches, that
7 sustainable practices for raising our perma-bubs is the local group areas of Manly Warringah and Pittwater that
our group covers, so if you live in our area, have one or more
small children that you would like see become Permabubs then
please join up with Permaculture Warringah Pittwater Manly by
zwhat to feed our little cherubs contacting Cameron Little (cameronlittle@hotmail.com or 0414
385 644) and he will be happy to pass on the latest update or
to put you straight in touch with member Kate..

7 philosophy for raising a peaceful and balanced new
generation

7 nappies, vaccination, etc
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Yeomanso

Day by Barry Hadaway

Yobarnie i showmg network of connected dams

On Sunday 25 July 2010 the PSN Education and Advocacy Teams
hosted an event celebrating the work of P.A.Yeomans and his
contribution to Australian agriculture and to permaculture.

The purpose of the evenKeyineas
System of water management and soil |mprovement and to draw
attention to the t
heritage Nobarpeedr ti es
& dlevallan 0 .

Three short DVDOods
displayed Yeomans work: at Nevallan in
the 19506s, in the
the 196006s and73Di na
Report segment highlighting the threat
to his heritage properties from
development.

(0]

Professor Stuart Hill, Foundation Chair of
Social Ecology, University of Western
Sydney explained how the Keyline
System works. Stuart also explained, from a social ecology
perspective why our society is plagued by appallingly bad decision
making by gover nmentRowerPoit copy
presentation will be made available to PSN members on the PSN
website.

Barry Hadaway, Advocacy Team Le
should be angry about the threa
properties and outlined action taken by Advocacy over the past 18
months. Barry highlighted the extent of donations by the developer
involved, to both the Liberal and Labor Parties. He called for action
by PSN members to push candidates for the coming federal election
for a ban on all political donations by all companies and
organisations.

Dave Perry, North Richmond & Districts Community Action
Association (NRDCAA), outlined the community campaign and
spoke of his personal journey. At the outset he was concerned with

Barry Hadaway, Dave Perry, Stuart Hill,

preserving the amenity of the area in which he lives for residents
and visitors. Dave suggested a city such as Sydney needs a rural
space close by where people can walk in the country, walk beside a
rivgry bﬁeptla qleﬁn ai; gogngct with pature and be restored. Only
after he engaged in the fight did he discover the rich history of the
Yeomans properties, their heritage
significance and
contribution to Australian agriculture. Dave
highlighted the dishonesty of heritage
assessments done by consultants paid by the
developer. The consultants Urbis have
reported that the
the landscape that P.A. Yeomans created, is
substantially degraded. Dave pointed out that
this is not true as only one dam has been lost
and 15 of the original 16 dams and their
interconnecting earthworks survive. (The site
is on Grose Vale Road at North Richmond.
You can see the dams for yourself on Goggle
Earth. Also, see page 162 of Permaculture - A Designers
Manual for a diagram of the dams and how they are connected.)
Déspit® goliticalrddnétidns, despite a hostile Council and despite
misinformation, progress is being made. Dave Perry reported that
Kristina Keneally made the firm recommendation that there would be
consultatlon on the e malr_lll_(r)lgr hentageg&gnﬁ:)%ance between the
eUry t%'%ouncu n.Planner.t e Ipr |I(§§ e
aenE\ge ouncl hé\/\}‘t gDep%rrt[']meng:?)f Pan%lr?g r51'%(1 g gq
community. This arrangement, which was put in place rather than an
Interim Heritage Order, should if honoured, protect the site from
destruction and allow adaptive reuse while maintaining the
importance of the Keyline system. Dave also suggested that the
original proposal for the Aged Care and Seniors Living Development
might not proceed as it may be unviable with the remainder of the
site now being excluded from the State Development Plan

Anne Hennessey (NRDCAA)

Around 70 to 80 people, a quarter of whom were visitors, attended
Yeomans 6 Day.

Yeomans

her it ac
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Seed Savers - Jannine Ord
PARSNIPS *

AThe parsnip is a nutritious
traces of B1 and A, iron and calcium. Parsnips steamed or
baked or used in casseroles are delicious.

The parsnip thrives in a deep, light to medium soil. It is best to

select a site, which was generously manured for a previous crop.

This crop occupies the ground for a long time, which is one
reason why it is not as popular in small gardens. It is one of the
first crops to be sown, usually from mid -winter onward. Seed is
sown in drills from 15cm or wider apart for extra large roots.

Individual holes can be made up to 60cm deep with 10cm
diameter at the top. These holes can be filled with a compost of
three parts clean garden soil and one part of good compost or
rotted manure. Sow 3 seeds in each hole and thin seedlings
down to the strongest one. Rows should be 30cm apart.

Seed is slow to germinate and it is quite good to sow radish or
lettuce seed along the rows. The quick germination of these will
show where the rows are and prevent loss when the ground is
cultivated. Thinning must be done early when the first two true
leaves have developed. Keep weeds down. Parsnips are hardy
and can be left in the soil throughout winter and dug as

\"
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required. Place straw or other protective material around

some roots,in cold zanes. There are ve fe\/\(/pests or .
tagetable goptarnin Lt ami
Sease to a ac arsnrips.

However, parsnip seed is only viable for 12 months so we
need your help to act as Seed Guardians and sow some

Parsnip seeds for the Seed Savers Seed Bank to ensure we
have seed for next yeards

It is still time to plant Parsnips this Winter and you can also
grow Parsnips in potsi use a deep pot to allow for roots to
devel op and grow. I havenot
that it works. To obtain your Parsnip Seeds from our Seed
Bank just drop me an email and | will arrange to send some
or you can join us at the Seed Savers gathering details below.

PN Seed Savers meet the 4th Saturday of the month at the
Bidgiwong Community Garden located in the Ted Horwood
Reserve opposite the Baulkham Hills Sports Club between 9i
1.00pm. Come and join us for a friendly and productive day.
For further info please contact Jannine Ord, Local Seed Co
ordinator, Permaculture North Seed Savers Network'
jord_55@optusnet.com.au.

*From fAiVegetable Gardeningo

Australasian Permaculture Convergence - APC10, 2010

The Festival of Permaculture
MACUL
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A Festival of Great Ideas - Friday
> ﬂ ﬁ 24 and Saturday 25th
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A celebration of Permaculture at
work in our communities now.
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Celebrating at the Festival of
Permaculture begins with
inspiring speakers - leaders and
educators to guide us through
our current changes and challenges.

Every walk in life will find out something new from attending a
practical how-to workshop, talking with a visiting business or
community group at the Trade Display or attending a
presentation or workshop from five session streams.

With session streams that promise something for every member
of the family, local music, Permi-Kids and PermiBubs Childcare,
locally grown food and so much more, you'll come away
inspired and skilled.

A Permaculture Festival on this scale is unlikely to return to the

Permafides

Robyn Crosland needs help with manning a stand for the Kariong
Flower Festival - can anyone help? This festival has been going for
many years and attracts a large crowd and it would be good to help out
our Central Coast Permie friends.

The Flora Festival is at Mt Penang Parklands Kariong on Thursday 9th
Friday 10th Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September Shifts 8:30am
to 1pm and 12:30pm to 5pm daily or close to those times. Free entry
for all helpers.

If you can spare some time to help Robyn please drop her an email or
give her a call. Robyn's email is: pccdisplay@gmail.com or ph: 4325-
7182.

Far North for sometime, so come along for the day, or stay
overnight and take something valuable away with you
for your farm, home, workplace or classroom.

Sunday 26th and Monday 27th September

This is it! Our chance to get together to discuss Permaculture
in depth, improve our skills, share our expertise and explore
new interests with like minded peers. We will also discuss
issues concerning Permaculture training and the networking
required for the movement to maximize its influence and
involve Permaculture in initiating powerful change in Australia.
Our discussions will be more detailed and in depth and will
assume you are familiar with the basic principles of
Permaculture. This 2 day segment of our 4 day event is aimed
at members of the Permaculture community, usually people
with a completed Permaculture Design Course (PDC) or
recognised equivalent. For more information go to

This Convergence will produce a written statement
of collected practical design solutions, for the
Permaculture and broader community, to help us
all work smarter with Government and community
leaders.

Wanted!

Do you have a garage just sitting there empty? PN is looking for storage
space (either for LETS exchange or at a very reasonable rate) to store its
props and equipment used at shows and events. Ideally, the shed/garage
would need to be: located centrally or near the Ryde end of our region;
lockable; independently accessible and clean and dry. If you can help
please contact Andrea or Penny urgently.

PSN needs more people to take on functions.
Can you help?

7 Raffle Organisers: PSN is looking for help with organising raffles at PSN
meetings and shows. See Fiona for more details.

7 Historian: to collect Permaculture articles, document PSN activities and
maintain a scrap book. See Penny for more details.

n.C wi
0

pl anti

[

edi


http://www.apc10.org/
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Permaculture in action - from Town & CounTrYy, W EEK BEGINNING JuULY 12 2010

Permaculture Credit Union Celebrates 10th Anniversary - from Penny Pyett

Member-Owned Financial Institution Successfully Blends Re- PART 1 This video will be of most interest to members of the
sponsible Business Practices with Sustainable Living Practices. PCU.http://vimeo.com/12838782

This is a video of the first half of the Permaculture Credit Un- PART 2 The second half of the celebration covering Gunter
ion's 10th Anniversary Celebration held May 2010 in Santa Fe,  Pauli's presentation on the Blue Economy can be found here:
NM. This video includes on overview of the activities of the http://vimeo.com/11765142.

credit union, its 10th Anniversary initiatives, as well as awards
for leading members and a children's poster contest.



