
PSN News   
June 2010  

June 2010  

Vol 18 N o 5 

This month we are fortunate to have as keynote 
speaker long time permaculture activist John 
Champagne. We will be hearing more about the 
Bend, community settlement, and other eco-
neighbourhoods such as the local Sydney 
permaculture development, Illabunda that is in 
the midst of getting into a construction 
phase.  John has been very active in the BEND 
project in Bega and the thriving alternative 
economy that is flourishing on the Far South 
Coast of NSW. 

John will also speak about his recent 
permaculture journey in Africa.  John attended 
the 9th International Permaculture Convergence 
in Malawi, Africa late last year. Following this, he 
toured Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe visiting 
25 permaculture sites with a tour group of 15 
people in an overlander. That completed he 
went north through Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda and finally to his country of birth - The 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  John will speak 
about the role permaculture plays in lifting the 

Presidents Report  
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Are consumerism, political piddling, climate 
change inertia, landscape destruction and 
dislocation of society getting you down? If your 
answer is yes to any of these then it's time to 
get busy in PSN and help us create a future we 
believe in.  

As we charge into June (6 months have gone 
already???) I am finding myself increasingly 
inspired, humbled and transformed by the 
energy, ideas and passion of the people around 
me in PSN. If you haven't connected with our 
community yet I urge you to join up to a team 
or local group, or get involved in a PSN activity. 

Itôs becoming abundantly clear to people in all 
areas of sustainability that the solutions to the 
worldôs problems lies in educated, empowered, 
connected and active communities, and PSN 
embodies all of these things. 

A big bunch of us have just finished Robin 
Clayfieldôs Creative Facilitation Course and it was 
brilliant. Those of you who went to the last 
meeting will know that Robin is a passionate 
and inspiring facilitator and permie. Her course 
was top notch, and she generously and 
authentically shared her knowledge about 
working more effectively with groups, and itôs 
left us with a heap of ideas for bringing more to 
PSN activities and events. If you want to bring 
the most out of group work, and you get the 
chance to do one of Robinôs courses I highly 
recommend it.  

Another great course coming up is the PSN 
Permaculture Design Course, which will be 
running over 6 consecutive weekends from the 
26th June. This will be a comprehensive course 
covering all aspects of permaculture design, 
from social permaculture, through urban and 
broadacre designs, earthworks and building 
materials, designing for disaster, soils, water 
and a huge amount more. There is an incredible 
amount of learning in PDCôs, and this is a great 
opportunity to learn the skills you need for 

working in 
Permaculture, 
designing your 
projects for 
yourself or others, 
and a great basis 
for moving into 
teaching. It is the 
best practical 
course for learning 
how to create 
sustainable human 
communities. 

Please check the 
PSN website for more info. 

Iôd also urge you to check out the LETS and 
Seed Savers tables at the next meeting. Seed 
Savers is a network thatôs been set up to 
preserve the genetic diversity of our food for 
future generations, which is of huge importance 
even to our generation as we face a fast 
changing climate and energy constraints. If you 
have heirloom, open-pollinated seeds, please 
bring them to the Seed Saverôs table so that 
they can be shared, propagated and re-shared 
by others in the network. LETS (Local Energy 
Trading System) has been created to offer an 
alternative money system that is geared towards 
healthy communities, rather than corporate 
profits. The LETS and Seed Savers tables are 
there at PSN meetings so that you can find out 
more and find out how to participate ï please 
check them out at the next meeting.  

Iôd like to finish this monthôs report by thanking 
everyone in PSN for your hard work this year so 
far ï particularly those who have stepped up to 
leadership roles, and those who have got 

involved in organising and running events. We 
are already half way through 2010 but we have 
achieved so much ï Iôm really enjoying your 
energy and ideas and Iôm looking forward to 
more successes in creating a truly sustainable 
future.  

Guest Speaker John Champagne -  Permaculture Community Developments  

Reminder  

Yes, that time again. 

Membership renewal is due this 

month. I hope you continue to 

support  our amazing 

organization. 

You may renew your 

subscription at the next 

meeting (June 21st) by cash, 

cheque, or credit card, or mail a 

cheque to: Permaculture North, 

PO Box 1145, Chatswood NSW 

2057, or direct deposit to the 

Permaculture account: 

BSB: 633-000 A/C: 127031227 

Standard Membership rates: 

Individual -$30 for 1 year, or 

$120 for 5 years (5 years for the 

price of 4).  

Family - $36 for 1 year, or $144 

for 5 years (5 years for the price 

of 4).  
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Design in 2004. John is especially active with 
permaculture initiatives in the Bega area. 
John is a busy local journalist and an editorial 
member of Sustain magazine.  

John and his family live on a broadacre 
permaculture property on the South Coast of 
New South Wales, pictured left. 

well-being of the average African as well as 
the lessons learnt that we should be applying 
here in Australia. 

John is one of the premier permaculture 
instructors in Australia. John received 
his  Permaculture Design Certificate from the 
Permaculture Institute in Tasmania in 1992. 
and completed a Diploma in Permaculture 
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Iôm giving lots of notice for the August 

workshop which is all about repairing rather 

than throwing out. The old garden bench too 

wobbly to use; that favourite pair of comfy 

jeans or jumper now sporting a huge hole; or 

something that needs to be welded and you 

donôt have the know how or the tools. Think 

about what youôd like fixed and next month, 

Iôll be asking you to let me know what youôll 

be bringing and Iôll do my best to ensure we 

have someone who can help you make it 

whole again.  

If youôd like to be on the Living Skills Group 

email please email me at: 

livingskills@permaculturenorth.org.au .  

We didnôt have a Living Skills workshop in May 

as it coincided with National Permaculture Day 

and many of us were involved with local 

activities. 

Our June workshop, on Saturday 5th June 1pm 

to 5pm, will be Bagels and Bread and held in 

the kitchen at Karonga School. Weôll be baking 

yeast breads and real/authentic bagels ï 

remember if itôs not boiled, itôs not a bagel! Iôll 

send details closer to the time to all on the 

Living Skills Group email and to the Local 

Group Coordinators. 

Keelah Lam has agreed to lead our July 

workshop and she will show us how to make 

Green Cleaning products, such an important 

skill for us all to learn. Keep Saturday 3rd July 

free as it will be a most informative session.  

Living Skills - Annette Owen -Mulder  

Permablitz in May by Kay Phelan  
Hello Everyone, I just want to tell you about what happened to 

me last month when I was on the receiving end of a 
Permablitz . . .  

Erin and the Permaculture North Garden Team transformed my 
garden ï it used to be pretty much the usual beautiful back 
yard, but is suddenly a sunny, productive food forest built on 
permaculture principles - so I know it will thrive and will be easy 
to maintain.  It is still beautiful but oh so much better.  

Swales morphed before my very eyes, large stumps seemed to 
melt away (thatôs how it seemed to me anyway).  About 14 fruit 
trees went in and about 30 legumes and a cover crop.  

I now have a large banana circle which will quickly convert all 

the prunings etc I can possibly produce into excellent compost.  

The Team were sensitive and took great care to make sure I 
would have what I wanted ï (when and if I knew what that 
was) - and when I didnôt know what I wanted they had 
marvellous suggestions and solutions.  They even quietly 
included artistic and lighthearted details, some of which I am 
still delightedly discovering today. 

As Libby says, the Team treat the garden as their own. I am so 
grateful to them.  

Photo: A quiet moment as Erin explains cover crops 

Photo: Taking levels for the swales - babies included 

mailto:livingskills@permaculturenorth.org.au


Advocacy - Barry Hadaway  
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Our submission to the Review of 
the Metropolitan Strategy argues 
that the State government and the 
Department of Planning should 
adopt the goal of making Sydney a 
sustainable city by 2036. The 
submission details how the 
existing Metropolitan Strategy has 
failed in terms of the: Liveability of 
Sydney, Economic Strength, 

Fairness (particularly housing 
affordability), Protecting the 
Environment and Good 
Governance. Our submission proposes a broad raft of 
permaculture strategies to make Sydney a sustainable 
city . This is one issue you need to get involved in. Find out 
about the Metropolitan Strategy and read our submission. We 
have a State election coming up and for people in Sydney, in 
particular, THIS IS THE BIG ISSUE .  

Read the PSN submission to the Review of the Metropolitan 
Strategy on the PSN website at: http://

permaculturenorth.org.au/index.php?q=advocacy_team_page 

Save the Planet ï Bill canôt do it by himself 

The nature of the submissions we make, to all 3 tiers of 
government regarding all manner of issues, reflects the fact 
that We (that is the royal óWeô ï all of us in the 
Permaculture community ) need to take action at all levels 
local, state, national and global if we are to change the world 
and create a sustainable society. Even Bill Mollison famously 
said he couldnôt do it by himself!  

Questions for 2010 Federal Election Candidates  

We have made a start on asking candidates where they stand 
in terms of 10 important issues relating to sustainability. 
Rosemary and I were introduced to John Alexander, Liberal 
candidate for Bennelong at a function the other day. We 
couldnôt let the opportunity pass and talked about the many 
positive things permaculture has to offer. I have sent John our 
questions. When I get around to sending them to all the other 
candidates I will be interested to see how Johnôs answers 
compare with those of Maxine McKew. 

The Advocacy Team meets on the second Tuesday 
evening of the month, commencing at 7.30pm, at 
3 Yerong Street, Ryde.  

Come along and give us the benefit of your ideas. Tell us what 
issues you are passionate about. Promote Permaculture and 
help Bill Mollison save the world! 

A lot has happened recently in terms of Advocacy action and in 
terms of my personal permaculture journey.  

Warringah Council Bubblers/Water Bottle Refill 
Stations  

On 7 May 2010 we made a submission to Warringah Council  
supporting a motion by Councillor Kirsch that Warringah 
Council install 20 bubblers/drink bottle refill stations at 
beaches and at sporting venues. There is a major problem in 
Warringah Shire with millions of plastic water bottles being 
discarded or put in rubbish bins and ending up in landfill.  

Review of the Metropolitan Strategy  

On 21 May we made a submission to the Review of the 
Metropolitan Strategy . THIS IS A BIG, BIG I SSUE THAT 
YOU SHOULD ALL BE ACROSS. If the Metropolitan strategy 
isnôt drastically changed it will erode the quality of life of 
everyone living in Sydney. 

The existing Metropolitan Strategy (also called the City of 
Cities - A Plan for Sydneyôs Future) has been operating 
since 2005. Its central theme is the creation of high density 

centres around major transport nodes and along transport 
corridors. There would be some logic in this if public transport 
capacity was being increased. However, it isnôt so there is no 
logic behind the Metropolitan Strategy! The NSW Government 
has pushed high density development ruthlessly through the 
application of draconian planning powers. These powers allow 
them to declare any development as being of State 
Significance.  Local Councils have no power to stop projects 
their local community does not want. Councils are all under 
threat that if they do not rubber stamp high density 
developments they will have their planning powers totally 
removed and be replaced by appointed Planning Panels. The 
latest proposal from the State Government is that they will 
compulsorily acquire  private property, from ordinary people 
such as you and I, if we refuse to sell to a developer. The 
Government will then sell our property to the developer. Isnôt 
it wonderful to live in a democracy? It is interesting to note 
that Mussolini described fascism as ña merger of State and 
corporate power .ò 

The state government proposes that under a revised 
Metropolitan Strategy, Sydney would grow to become a city of 
6 million people by 2036. Nearly all of the growth would be 
accommodated in high density development along transport 
corridors. Even in ordinary places like West Ryde, near to 
home for me, developers are already floating proposals for 30 
story unit blocks.  

 

Shows - Suzanne Gonye 
you would like to be part of the 
Shows Team and assist with any of 
the above projects please contact 
Suzanne Gonye 
shows@permaculturenorth.org.au 

After the success of the Sydney Bioregion Display Garden at the 
Royal Easter Show, the Shows Team will be taking a different 
approach to the next half of the year. We will be concentrating 
on consolidating Permaculture materials and resources, working 
with local groups in producing 'local shows kits' and preparing 
for our next big event in 2011.  

Our next Shows meeting will be held on Wednesday 9 June 
7pm and continue every second Wednesday of the month. If 

http://permaculturenorth.org.au/index.php?q=advocacy_team_page
http://permaculturenorth.org.au/index.php?q=advocacy_team_page
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Ryde/Hunters Hill Local Group - Rosemary Hadaway 
The City of Ryde Volunteer Recognition Awards 2010 was a 

great night! Two wonderful members were nominated and 

although neither was 

successful in taking out the 

individual award, we extend 

our congratulations and 

sincere thanks to them for 

their amazing efforts. You 

can read their citations 

below: 

Penny Pyett - As President 

of Permaculture Sydney 

North for 4 years, Penny has 

worked to promote the 

principles of sustainability 

through community events 

and has set up Permaculture 

groups in 7 LGAs.  

Jimmy Shaw - Jimmy is a 

long term resident of Ryde, an environmentalist and musician. 

He has established and maintained sustainable gardens at 

many schools including 4 years at Gladesville Public School. 

A very successful and enjoyable National Permaculture Day 

was held on 1st May. We have analysed our events and have 

some constructive ideas for improving the planning for next 

year to make it even better!  

There are a number of events coming up and we need all our 

members to contribute. Please come along and be part of the 

solution - Sharing 

Sustainable Solutions with 

Communities. 

* Friday 4th June - Epping 

Boys High School World 

Environment Day, 

information stall 2.00pm -

3.30pm  

* Saturday 5th June - 

Ryde Sustainability Family 

Fun Festival - Eden 

Gardens, information stall 

10.00am-3.00pm 

(workshop TBC)  

* Saturday 12th June - 

óGet to Know You Dayô - 

Telopea Centre, Ryde TAFE. 14 local groups have been invited 

to come and meet one another. Our aims are to foster 

cooperation and introduce others to the Transition Towns 

concept. Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea.  

To be part of these exciting events please email 

ryde_coord@permaculturenorth.org.au or phone Rosemary 

Hadaway 9809 1253. 

Photo Left to Right Barry Hadaway, Jimmy Shaw, Penny Pyett and Geoffrey Hawker celebrating at the 

event and their awards 

 

Willoughby Local Group - David Cutlan 
of a serious decline in bee populations 
around the world and its potential impact 
on food production.  

We will also have a chance to look around 
Barbara's garden. She has invited 
comments and suggestions so feel free to 
offer ideas. 

Please bring something for afternoon tea. 
It promises to be a most entertaining and 
enjoyable get together.  

The next Willoughby Local Group meeting 
will be held at 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm on 
Saturday 12th June at Barbara and 
Michael's place. Their address is: 75 Park 
Road, Naremburn. 

Michael will be giving a talk about 
beekeeping, a subject of which he has 
practical experience, and one of increasing 
importance considering the recent reports 

 

Hornsby Local Group - Lucinda Coates 
We had a brilliant Permaculture May Day at 
all three events we organised: tours of a 
townhouse garden at Epping, a lovely large 
garden at Berowra Heights and, in the 
evening, a film/speaker event at Berowra 
Heights. 

The next Garden Team bee will be at Lynda 
Matthewsô place, where we met and had a 
mini-bee for our April meeting, so it will be 
great to be involved in this and see what it 
looks like after the Team finishes! 

You are most welcome to join us at our 
next, or any, meeting, and to share in 
convivial conversation, delicious afternoon 
teas, sharing produce and other surplus 
and, of course, saving the world, starting in 
the Hornsby Shire.   

Hello to all PSN members, especially those who to 
live in (or near) Hornsby Shire!  Our friendly 
group meets from 2pm at membersô places 
throughout the Shire on the second Saturday of 
the month.   

Our next meeting will be held on 12th June at 
Kay Phelanôs place at 12 Milner Ave, Hornsby.  
After a brief meeting, we will embark on a mini -
working bee for Kay, following on from the 
splendid efforts of the Garden Team.  Please 
bring a plate of food to share for afternoon tea 

and come dressed for working in the garden (if 
you wish) or for drinking a cuppa while watching 
others working in the garden.     

After our May meeting, we had an interesting 
working bee in Cecilia Birdôs back garden in 
Carlingford and all returned home much richer in 
experience, plants and all sorts of good things.  

Photo: Kay in her garden 
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Mushroom hunting with North Sydney Local Group by Leo Cummins  
I joined the intrepid PSN mushroom hunters assembled  at 

wintry Blackheath by 0930 for café coffee and a chat. We then 

formed a road convoy which set forth to the Jenolan State 

Forest, forty-five minutes away 

towards Oberon, on the second PSN 

mushroom outing for this year.  

After a pleasant drive, which is rare 

these days, we found ourselves in the 

eerie cool of the Radiata Pine forest, 

 stalking through the woods and dirt 

roads with our buckets and baskets 

picking our newly discovered fungal 

friends.   

Guided by Peter Pezzolesi, mushroom 

fanatic and chef extraordinaire, we 

attempted only to harvest the non 

toxic varieties. There are very pretty 

mushrooms that just kill you, and 

even prettier mushrooms that will make you really high before 

you die. Be careful in that forest!  

A couple of hours later weôre all assembled around the back of a 

conveniently provided table top 

ute (every organisation should 

have one) preparing our mushies 

under guidance from the master 

chef. A few herbs, salt and oil in 

the pan and weôre off, mushroom 

degustation with white Swiss 

bread. A very trendy way to dine. 

A cup of wine, bit of a chat, great 

practical experience and 

opportunity to learn something 

new and be at one with nature 

and its gifts. A good all round 

satisfying permie day trip, and, 

Iôve never eaten mushrooms that 

tasted so good! 
Photo : Author taking credit for the expert results of Peter Pezzolesi 

Ku-ring -gai Local Group - Diana Watson  

Photo: Lane Cove Spot On Sustainability Stall 

 

 

Bring your questions and see if we can find 
you an answer. Thanks also for the 
wonderful supper provided by the KRG 
group.  

FOUND - I seem to have brought a home 
some library magazines and a cake 
container which do not belong to me.  

Thank you to everyone who helped 
towards National Permaculture Day 
on the day and preparing the 
garden.  

Next meeting 10th June at Diana 
Watsonôs house ï will include 
finding information on the internet 
including the BOM (bureau of 
meteorology) site.  Photo: Libby Crichton explaining secrets of swales to a group of 

visitors in her front garden 

 

Lane Cove Local Group - Mandy Stubbs  
door opening and to retain views up the road when reversing 
from garage. Check with your Council for guidelines before 
starting such a project. If they donôt have any guidelines, 
encourage them to get some. Get a services diagram before 
digging, or better still, do no -dig. 

The Spot-On Day went well, with Barbara and Omar Khalifa 
giving a very well-attended talk on their ógreen homeô, in the 
library. Then me talking about organic gardening and 
answering questions. Meanwhile, the local group had set up a 

stall in the plaza ï my chickens on display, and hundreds of 
organic vegetable seedlings to give away. Lots of interest 
generated in Permaculture, sustainability, organics etc. 

The community garden at Chatswood South Uniting Church is 
still going ahead, with a delay on the fence, due to Heritage 
Council permission being needed. Pauline McLaughlin put on a 
wonderful May workshop on companion planting, informative 
and well-attended, followed by questions, chat and éééCAKE! 

The last Sunday of the month is always Open Day at the 
community garden. We are still building the no -dig beds, 
setting up worm farms and compost bins, harvesting and 

planting, learning, interacting, signing up new members, and of 
courseééé eating CAKE! 

Our May PSNLC meeting saw many turning up to pot-on many 
trays of organic seedlings into recycled containers, in home-
made compost .  

Lane Cove Group has really pulled out all the stops during May! 
The May Day weekend saw us with a National Permaculture 
Day event on the Saturday, and a Lane Cove Council 
sustainability morning on the Sunday. 

Our NPD event went well, with a dozen or so people greening 
the two verges, and lots of visitors dropped -in. óWeedsô and 
grass were removed and fruit trees and herbs put in ï fig 
trees, apple trees, tamarillo, kangaroo apple, plus perennial 
basil, salvias etc., and a small swale made to retain the water. 

The whole thing mulched in straw; a strip of grass left for car 

Continued page 6 
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Permafides  
PSN needs more people to take on functions.  

Can you help?  

ž Bookseller ï urgent!!!  We need someone to look after our bookstore 

at meetings and our book stock: this includes purchases and ordering.  

ž PR & Media Coordinator: to help promote PSN activities  

and do media releases. See Martin for more details. 

ž Raffle Organisers: PSN is looking for help with organising raffles at 

PSN meetings and shows. See Fiona for more details. 

ž Historian: to collect Permaculture articles, document PSN activities 

and maintain a scrap book. See Penny for more details. 

ž Photographer: PSN would like to film its great work at activities such 

as permabees, living skills workshops, balcony garden days, DIY days 

and other shows and events. See Penny for more details. 

ž Submission Writer. Someone who will help with funding submissions. 

See Fiona for more details. 

Wanted!  

Do you have a garage just sitting there empty? PN is looking for 

storage space (either for LETS exchange or at a very reasonable rate) 

to store its props and equipment used at shows and events. Ideally, 

the shed/garage would need to be: located centrally or near the Ryde 

end of our region; lockable; independently accessible and clean and 

dry. If you can help contact Andrea or Penny urgently.  

Can Australia cope with 36 million people by 2050?  

The Western Sydney Conservation Alliance is hosting 

'Population Forum', 1pm Sunday, May 30 at St Marys Band 

Club, Gt Western Highway St Marys 

Water shortages, over-crowded cities, traffic gridlock, dead river 

systems, loss of farmland, loss of our native animal and plant 

species. 7 million people in Sydney is this what you want? Were 

you consulted? 

Hear our expert guest speakers debunk the myths about the 

need for a Big Australia and argue why we must stabilise our 

population. 

Kelvin Thomson ï Labor Member for Wills, Victoria. An 

outspoken critic of a Big Australia 

Mark OôConnor ï co-author of Overloading Australia and an 

expert on the need for a sustainable population  

This is a free event. Further information: www.wsca.org.au  

Australasian Permaculture Convergence - APC10, 2010 
A Permaculture Festival on this scale is unlikely to return to 

the Far North for sometime, so come along for the day, or 

stay overnight and take something valuable away with you  

for your farm, home, workplace or classroom.  

Sunday 26th and Monday 27th September  

This is it! Our chance to get together to discuss Permaculture 

in depth, improve our skills, share our expertise and explore 

new interests with like minded peers. We will also discuss 

issues concerning Permaculture training and the networking 

required for the movement to maximize its influence and 

involve Permaculture in initiating powerful change in Australia. 

Our discussions will be more detailed and in depth and will 

assume you are familiar with the basic principles of 

Permaculture. This 2 day segment of our 4 day event is aimed 

at members of the Permaculture community, usually people 

with a completed Permaculture Design Course (PDC) or 

recognised equivalent. For more information go to  

The Festival of Permaculture  

A Festival of Great Ideas - Friday 24 

and Saturday 25th September. 

A celebration of Permaculture at 

work in our communities now.  

Celebrating at the Festival of 

Permaculture begins with inspiring 

speakers - leaders and educators to 

guide us through our current changes and challenges. 

Every walk in life will find out something new from attending a 

practical how-to workshop, talking with a visiting business or 

community group at the Trade Display or attending a 

presentation or workshop from five session streams. 

With session streams that promise something for every member 

of the family, local music, Permi-Kids and Permi-Bubs Childcare, 

locally grown food and so much more, you'll come away 

inspired and skilled. 

 

We also had a visit to a new local sustainable housing 
development, which we all critiqued with relish, then had a visit 
from Penny and Geoffrey to give us some financial 
housekeeping information. 

Our next local meeting will be at Annette and Lesô place to do a 
working bee, on 12 th June. The group has also decided to have 
a óWinter Solsticeô party and all get together for a óhearty and 
warmingô dinner, made partly using any home-grown produce 
we can rustle up. 

My garden and I appeared on Channel 7ôs óSydney Weekenderô 
at last, and they actually mentioned the word óPermacultureô. 

We had about 30 seconds of fame and those who saw it 
declared that my chicken looked good!!!  

We love to meet new members, so come along and join this 
dynamic and enthusiastic Lane Cove group, with a passion for 
the planet (and cake!), thinking globally and acting locally.  

Contact Mandy Stubbs on 9436 2891 for more information.   Photo: Greening the Verge - National Permaculture Day 

http://www.apc10.org/

