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Ryde TAFE Introduction to
Permaculture Course 12
Febto 9 ™ April 9am i 1pm
over 9 Saturday mornings.

th

Certificate of Attainment.

There are a couple of places
left for this Introduction to
Permacul ture cq
Design Per macul
Tafe College Highly regarded
as the best Introductory Pc
course in the country, this
comprehensive course will give
you everything you want to
know about Permaculture and
designing your garden.
Participants come out of this
course with an actual design of
their garden, and practical
skills and knowledge about
how to get started in Pc.. This
course has had exceptional
positive feedback from course
participants and continues to
grow largely by word of

mouth. It thoroughly prepares
participants for the
Permaculture Design Course.
This course is also designed to
compliment the PDC course
and offer extended knowledge
and skills. Ring Penny for more
information 9888 2575 or Tafe
on 94486 301 to book on-line
www.tafeplus.com or
www.tafestudy.info

Presidents Report

Hello PSN and welcome to our first newsletter
for 2011! For those of you new to PSN, our
focus is on building a resilient community in the
northern Sydney region, through learning and
sharing permaculture. And building resilience
is more important than ever, after an unsettling
January of natural disasters, rocketing food
prices and unfathomable political

decisions. It's becoming increasingly clear that
resilient communities can only be built by using
common sense from the
where Permaculure Sydney North is getting
active!

A lot of thought, time and energy go into
running an organisation as large as PSN, and
we are lucky to have a talented and passionate
team of people volunteering their time to keep
the wheels turning. We have a lot of new
people who have stepped up to take leadership
roles in the PSN Management Committee for
2011 - welcome to Janna (Secretary), Julie
(Communications), Diana (Education), Rolf
(Fundraising), Les (Garden) and Monique
(Shows). And for the essential work of building
resilience at the local level, welcome to new
Local Group Leaders Diana (Ryde), Cecilia
(Hornsby), Peter (Ku-ring-gai) and Barbara
(Willoughby). Thanks also to those leaders
who are continuing their work in PSN 7 this is
shaping up to be a great year!

Webve had a strong sta
our new PSN Management Committee coming
together for a January planning weekend. We
had some fantastic outcomes, including
purchase of a new microscope and compost tea
brewer for soil workshops and member use,
and a donation to helop
Street City Farm recover from flood

damage. We 6r e al so
some big projects for this year, including
National Permaculture Day, and the NSW
Permaculture Convergence. These are great
events for getting the permaculture message
out to the masses, and for building and
consolidating links within our own movement.

startin

Another
opportunity for
consolidation in
Permaculture is the
formation of a
national,
representative
Permaculture
body. While we
have inspiring and
pioneering elders,
thought leaders
and activists in
Permaculture, we
dondt have a
national level. The media is plastered with
articles on population growth, consumption,
climate change, natural disasters, urban
expansion, oil prices, and the list goes

on. Governments are calling for submissions on
issues such as sustainable cities and
population. I t hink itdd be
permaculture wisdom being put forward in both
these areas, and by someone speaking on behalf
of the tens of thousands of permies working
around Australia.

PSN has been actively involved for a number of
years in developing and publishing models for
how such an organisation could work. Now the
process has opened to others in the movement
to have their input. A survey has been put
together to find out what Australian Permies
would Iike such an
important that PSN people are involved in this
process. Please think about the opportunities
you can see for a Permaculture Australia, and
have your say at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/permacultureaustralia

PSN activities are kicking off this month so keep
your eye on the website
happening, and make sure you catch our Show
and Tell meeting on the 21st T this will be a
great opportunity to see the projects and
gardens that other members have been
developing. Hope to see you all there...

This months Guest Speaker . . . . .

PSN had such a jam packed keynote speaker
schedule last year (great job Doug) the usual

November Member séd
postponed to the disappointment of many.

Show

To right this PSN is kicking the year off with one
in February. So come along to the first meeting
a 2081 afdénéat frorh aselection of members
6show and telld.

representati.

wond

organi


http://www.tafeplus.com/
http://www.tafestudy.info/
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Advocacy - Barry Hadaway
Advocacy Report
Happy New Year to all PSN Members.

2011 is shaping up as being a particularly busy year from an
Advocacy perspective. It looks as though it will be a year of
many challenges but also many opportunities. We need people

to, metaphorically, O0stick the S an
shoutd,m fas mad as hell and | 6m
any more 0 !

Why should we be mad?

The thing that makes me madder than anything else is living in
a society that appears to be driven by two dysfunctional
imperatives:

1. Political focus on gaining, or retaining, power at any

cost . The first casualty is truth. Everything government does is

Fi nch-NMadasitellet wor k o

Peter

1. A Sustainable Population Strategy for Australia -A
Discussion Paper was released for comment on 16 December

. A 203(9.8 http:{/ environment.gov.au/sustainapili

6spund into a good news story. 6501 : of
Trutho is alive and wel |l with B9puigtionigdexhtml ?OE”E‘%“tSPHh'SM%P%r&%Beriiadee St a
Canberra. up to 1 March 2011 .

2. National Urban Policy - A Discussion Paper was released
for comment on 2 December 2011. See
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure/mcu/urbanpoli
cyl/index.aspx Comments on this paper can be made up to 1
March 2011 .

3. Sydney Metropolitan Plan T Released on 16 December
2010 the Sydney Metro Plan is the 'action plan' arising from the
Sydney Metro Strategy, which was revised earlier in 2010 and
was open for comment. PSN made a submission arguing the

t oMaip fogs gfha new plan shguld be g rgake Sydpey a
sustainable city. See
http://permaculturenorth.org.au/docs/advocacy/Metropolitan%
20Strategy%20Review%20PSN%20Submission.pdfand

2. Growth. The God of growth is central to the great
religions of our times, Consumerism and Economics. Our
political leaders pray for growth to save us from the terrors of
the Global Financial Crisis, when unrestrained growth in debt
triggered the crisis in the first place. Instead of being
encouraged to live sustainably within the bounds of a fixed
resource base he are told that increasing our consumption of
resources is a good thing.

During 2011 we must work to give greater voice
(Ashouting out the windowo)
resource consumption, for re -localising and for living
sustainable . We will achieve this by:

§ Maintaining contact with Bapdfwwhifodiatte§.hsl.qob.duH8nEABId2B3AdNqua
Newsletters, Representations, etc. gelen-AU/Default.aspx.
§ Meeting with all State MPO stpdnb@Pdnd)MetlofbRan PlanFsofok Sydney to a city

Electorates and talking to them face to face about

SIS Al ‘ of 6 million people by 2036 and to impose much higher new
sustainability issues and Permaculture solutions

dwelling targets on communities across Sydney. The new
dwelling target overall is now 769,000 compared with the
previous target of 636,000 (the previous target of 636,000 was
established in the 2005 Metropolitan Strategy for 2030).

The increases for Northern Sydney are substantial. For
example Inner North (North Sydney, Willoughby, Ryde,
Eastwood) has a new target of 44,000 compared to the old

§ Providing PSN members with access to Draft Letters via
the PSN website that they can use to encourage their
own local members of Parliament to adopt a sustainable
approach to important issues

We have gotten off to a flying start with an invitation to Barry
O6Farr el | Milaon @réel NaturaltFdrre . Mulloon

Creek is an important demonstration site for Natural Sequence
Farming (NSF). Tony Coote AM, owner of Mulloon Creek has
engaged Peter Andrews OAM to implement NSF techniques to
re-hydrate the landscape and to increase productivity naturally.
Tony Coote kindly offered to partner with PSN to extend the
invitation to Mr OO6Farrell
mi ght open the Opposition
Permaculture approaches to managing water in the landscape
so as to make properties more resilient to drought and better
able to mitigate the effects of floods.

See http://www.themullooninstitute.org/index.html

We will also be responding to a number of Discussion Papers
that are open for comment at the moment.

The Christmas/ New Year period is cherished by governments
as a time when they can put things out for comment, while
everyone is focussed on Christmas and holidays, and hence
avoid scrutiny, accountability and criticism. Three such
exercises in non -consultation / sleight of hand are
happening at the moment:

target of 30,000. For Sydney North (Ku-ring-gai, Hornsby) the
target has gone from 21,000 to 29,000. For Sydney North East
(Manly, Warringah, Pittwater) the target has gone from 17,300
to 29,000.

We will prepare submissions to the Federal

WeGolefhmént fdr Both the Poputatioft $trhtegy ghd MUl I oo n
L e a dGgaf Molicy diséustod pAgers. We wilwife to Bt

O'Farrell concerning the Sydney Metro Plan.

We will also put a draft letter on the PSN website that
members can use to write to their local State MP to
express their concerns regarding the Sydney Metro
Plan and to argue the plan should focus on making
Sydney a sustainable city.

Advocacy Meetings for 2011

For various reasons | will not be able to hold Advocacy
Meetings every month as has been the case for the past two
years. The first Advocacy Meeting for 2011 will be held on
Tuesday 8 March 2011 , commencing at 7.30pm at 3 Yerong
Street, Ryde. Further Meetings will be held every second month
(May, July, September and November) and dates will be set in
the PSN Events Calendar on the PSN website.


http://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/population/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/population/index.html
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure/mcu/urbanpolicy/index.aspx
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure/mcu/urbanpolicy/index.aspx
http://permaculturenorth.org.au/docs/advocacy/Metropolitan%20Strategy%20Review%20PSN%20Submission.pdf
http://permaculturenorth.org.au/docs/advocacy/Metropolitan%20Strategy%20Review%20PSN%20Submission.pdf
http://www.metrostrategy.nsw.gov.au/Home/tabid/283/language/en-AU/Default.aspx
http://www.metrostrategy.nsw.gov.au/Home/tabid/283/language/en-AU/Default.aspx
http://www.themullooninstitute.org/index.html
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Garden Team - Les Mulder

Hello all and welcome to 2011.

We have another exciting program
of garden works lined up for this
year, with Karonga School first up
on the 20™ of February, where we
will be helping them get ready for
opening on National Permaculture
Day and getting
crops planted.

Last year we did some excellent
work and learned lots of new stuff.
We aim to continue the fun this
year. To see just how good our
work is, we went for a look at
Lyndaodés place | aj
garden is just incredible: Lynda is
feeding herself entirely from the
garden (with the exception of
avocadoes).

The annual veggies have taken off
hugely, to the point where Lynda
candt keep up wi
the produce. When Annette & |
visited, there was so much
produce picked and ready to be
eaten and we were still finding
hidden monster zucchinis and
cucumbers all over the place.

Education Team - Diana Watson

This could be the year that you have some spare time to sup-
port the Education Team.

Many members have talents that we can use and we shall have
bite sized projects for those with limited time. This year, the
Education Team page will include information on Permaculture
items to read, listen to, watch, share, or borrow, as well as
places to visit, workshops and talks to attend. For example, the
library has a selection of tools, separate from the Garden Team
tools, that may be borrowed.

This year the Education Team will be more focussed on deliver-
ing educational workshops and courses and developing a PSN
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going really well and there are
pumpkins, rockmelons and
watermelons all over the place.

What | really like about this place
is that in addition to all the above,
the garden in just beautiful.

All of the garden team can be
justifiably proud of our
involvement with this project. We
are incredible!!!

I'f youdre i
more photos on line at https://
picasaweb.google.com/
psn.garden/Lyndal12010#

If anyone would like to get
involved, please drop me a line at
garden@permaculturenorth.org.au

backyard at a time.

"Approved Trainer" process and register with the view of up-
skilling and training our members to become presenters and
trainers.

It will also be expanding the Library; delivering a fantastic edu-
cational tour and producing more educational materials and
resources. On Sat 5th March it is assisting the Willoughby Local
Group deliver its Balcony Garden Day workshop and later in the
year looking at another DIY Day (should funding prevail).

Some of the other workshops include: Bamboo building; Nego-
tiation and Presentation Skills workshop; Aquaponics; Per-
maculture Intros and the PDC. Come and join us!!

PSN/Karonga Permaculture Project Report by Doug Taylor

Karonga School Permaculture Project Team held an introduc-
tory meeting on Tuesday 2 February at Karonga at 4:00pm.
Future meetings are planned for 4:00pm to 6:00pm on the first
Tuesday of every second month. The next meeting will be in
April.

All PSN members interested in joining the team are encouraged
to attend this introductory meeting. Please RRSP Karonga
School at 9868 1922 if you plan to attend. Karonga School is
located at Karonga Close (Off Dent Street), Epping, NSW.

For Karonga students, parents, and teachers the introduction
of permaculture at Karonga has been one of the most interest-

ing and successful initiatives ever. So much so that Karonga is
now allocating more resources to integrate the permaculture

initiatives into al most every
gram. Much of the success of the permaculture design at
Karonga can be attributed to

ship with Karonga. This strong partnership was recently recog-
nised by the $50,000 NAB Schools First Award. You may recall
that this was reported in the PSN newsletters last year Going
forward the Karonga School Permaculture Project Team is look-
ing to further develop and roll out the permaculture design into

t he s c h o eatrépsopentiesamadd Community Supported
Agriculture initiative.

and | 611 put you
list.
Wedre changing t

ntereste

on
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https://picasaweb.google.com/psn.garden/Lynda112010#
https://picasaweb.google.com/psn.garden/Lynda112010#
https://picasaweb.google.com/psn.garden/Lynda112010#
mailto:garden@permaculturenorth.org.au
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Lane Cove Local Group- Mandy Stubbs

What a wonderful Christmas we had. Thoroughly enjoyed My soil is now well on the way to being re -invigorated and
listening to Costa and having a chat with him at the PSN AGM ready to plant even more vegetables. Am hoping it will rain
and Christmas party. . some more and the garden will look fabulous for our big fund -

raiser for the year - my garden being open in the national
OPEN GARDEN SCHEME on the weekend of Y@and 27" March
- Election weekend.

We are going all out to make this the best Open Garden

Scheme garden ever, with organic vegetable and herb

seedlings, tea and cake, salvia seedlings from the garden, and
homemade produce all for sale, plus talks on Permacultural

subjects, to spread the word. Wendy Bishop is coming up with

some beautiful signs, to bring pe
interesting bits of the garden, and to what | am trying to do. |

have just found some lovely healthy looking Rosella plants and

they are replacing elderly shrubs, finished off by the horrible

heat | ast week. Don6t forget to v
and come along, have a look and a listen, and support us.

Permapatch is still going well. Our first workshop of the year
was well attended, and Doug Purdie talked to us for an hour
over time about bees and how we need to make sure they

: ‘ . survive, or we humans wonodét sur vi

Costa with Helen, Mandy and Barb ] ] . L.
fired up to put hives in our back gardens and to visit our local

Lane Cove had its own meeting and Christmas party in bee keepers club to learn all about how to do it. Lots of
December, with lots of delicious home-made, home-grown pollinators for our vegetables and honey to sell at $10 a jar i
organic food, good company and some interesting stories canodét be bad, whilst helping pres
about mis-spent youth! | seem to be doing another year as us at the community garden on the last Sunday of the month,
Lane Cove Caordinator, and Roman Ciurpita has stepped up as  check out how the garden is growing, see our bee hives, have
Assistant Coordinator. a cup of tea and of course, share some CAKE.

g

2011 has burst upon the Lane
Verge of Greening Lane Covebd.
Corinne and Mattés verge, whi
growing edibles. Three baby blue tongue lizards were re-
located and couch grass and weeds removed. All was fertilized
and looking good for the planting to come. My verge, done
back in the winter is now bursting with fruit trees, herbs,
tomatoes and beans and | coul
had to water it this last week for the first time.

Februarydés O&édmeet i ngéminuteworkiegd o
bee at my place. Lots of lovely local members turned up to
wor k hard after the nightos r
We applied well-rotted horse, sheep and cow manure, my
compost and inches of wet Lucerne. Much tea, lunch and CAKE
was consumed, but mostly people worked for hours, until we
were all soaking wet, filthy and smelly - lovely! Barb Khalifa
popped back from Berry to help us out and catch up. Thanks

so much to everyone who turned up and for your untiring help
and support. Mandy's Verge Planting

2011 Management Committee

Welcome to the 2011 Management Committee.

| ) vt ?‘ !
Left to right standing - Janna Miezens (Secretary), Julie
Salvisberg (Team Leader Communications), Hiding behind
Andrea is Rosemary Hadaway, Andrea Pape (President),
Geoffrey Hawker (Treasurer), Penny Pyett (Local Groups &
Transition Towns Coordinator), Doug Taylor (Vice President),
Barry Hadaway (Team Leader Advocacy), Annette Owen
Mulder (Team Leader Life Skills), Les Mulder (Team Leader
Gardens) and Rolf Cambridge (Team Leader Fundraising).
Sitting down are Monique Unger (Team Leader Shows) and
Diana Watson (Team Leader Education).



PSN News

{!

I would like to introduce myself as the new co -ordinator for
PSN Hornsby by way of a photoi Costa is very generous of

nature and a Oper mac
filintheco-or di nat or és r ol

Coates who did an excellent job during the time | have been a
member. Hornsby is a long, narrow shire with the residential
suburbs of Epping and Carlingford in the south, the major
centre of Hornsby in the middle, the bushland areas including
Berowra in the north and all places in between. Our
membership reflects this with a wide range of interests.

Hornsby Local Group - Cecila Bird
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In brief, Jannine has been keeping us posted about the launch
of Landshare, a movement started in the UK by Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall of River Cottage fame. It is a community -based
organisation that essentially matches people who have spare
land with those wishing to use land to grow produce. It sounds
an excellent way to go. Find it and more information at: http://
aus.landshare.net/index/

Sandra has been putting a lot of time and energy into
Transition Epping i looking at ways to build community and to
reduce the effects of the predicted decline in oil supplies.
Amongst other things she has arranged a discount for people
wanting to install solar PV panels. Our March meeting on
Saturday 12 will be at North Epping shops where we wiill
hopefully be making good progress with a garden there. More
information nearer the time. If you are interested in becoming
involved but are not yet a member, feel free to contact me at
bird_cm2000@yahoo.com.au

ul ture
e as |

some of

Our April meeting on Saturday 9" will start at noon (not 2pm
as usual) and go until we run out of energy, daylight or things
h e rtPdd! we Will b8 bt K& dnga ISpebia ScBool,| DBt StrBet, S h 0 € s
h a gppingtreditalBifg afd‘\préparing thedgBtdehsthere i d @
preparation for Permaculture day on May 1%. Everyone is most
welcome. The school has a good supply of equipment but
individuals should bring gloves, a hat etc. You are encouraged
to attend for all or part of the time in whatever capacity you
are able’i making tea, encouraging others, taking photos or
t he

6lightdo or OhRisaryod

golden opportunity to promote the benefits of permaculture so
it would be great to have the school in the best condition
possible. | look forward to seeing you all there.

Events Calendar by Penny Pyett

Team Meetings

Advocacy Team - Bi-monthly meetings. 8"
March, 39 May, 5 July, 6" September and
8™ November.

Education Team - Bi-monthly meetings.
Second Monday of every second Month. 14"
February, 11" April, 13" June, 8" August,
10" October and 12" December.

Fundraising Team - Bi-monthly meetings.
Fourth Monday of every second Month. 28"
February, 25" April, 27" June; 22" August
and 24™ October

Garden Team - Monthly meetings. Third
Sunday of every Month. 20" February, 20"
March, 17" April, 15" May, 19" June, 17"
July, 21% August, 18" September, 16"
October, 20" November and 18" December.

Living Skills Team - Monthly meetings.
First Saturday of every Month. 5™ March,2™
April; 7" May, 4™ June, 2" July, 6 August,
3" September, 1% October, 5" November and
3" December.

Shows Team - Bi-weekly prior to show. 9™
& 23" February, 9" and 23 March; 6™ April,
8" and 22" June; 6™ and 20" July and 3
August.

Seed Savers - Monthly meetings. 4™
Saturday of month February - December.

Karonga CSA Project Meetings - Bi-
monthly meetings. First Tuesday of every
second month. 1% February,5" April, 7" June,
2" August, 4™ October, and 6™ December.

Permaculture Sydney Bioregion Meeting

- Quarterly meeting. First Sunday of every
new season: 6™ March, 5" June, 4"
September and 4" Dec.

Local Group Meetings

Ryde/Hunters Hill; Hornsby; North Sydney/
Mosman; Lane Cove and Kuring-gai second
Saturday of every month 2 - 5pm.

Willoughby - Fourth Saturday of every Month
2-5pm.

Warringah/Pittwater/Manly Fourth Thursday
of every month 7 - 9pm.

Events

February : Ryde TAFE Introduction to
Permaculture Course. Nine Saturdays. 13"
February - 9th April then 7™ May - 2" July.

March : Saturday 5™ March - PSN's Balcony
Garden Day Willoughby. 26" and 27" March
Lane Cove PSN Fundraiser Open Garden

Saturday 26" March - PSN's Negotiation Skills
Workshop.

April : Ryde TAFE PDC Course @i 16™ April.

PSN Display at Royal Easter Show 1% 1 27"
April.

PSN Introduction to Permaculture Course-
April 23 to 26™ April.

May : Sunday 1 May - National Permaculture
Day.

Wednesday 25" May - Weeds Forum with
David Holmgren.

28" and 29" May - PSN Fire Forum.

June : PSN PDC Course. Six weekends
commencing 4" and 5" June through to 9"
and 10" July.

July : NSW Permaculture Convergence 2¢'
July - to 1% August.

August : Sydney Organic Expo 5" - 7"
August.

Gardening Australia Expo 19" - 215 August.

September : PSN Presentation Skills
Workshop Saturday 10" September.

IPC International Permaculture Convergence
- Jordan 16" - 23" September.

October : DIY DAY Saturday 1% October.

PSN Introduction to Permaculture course over
two weekends 15", 16th 22" and 23
October.

November: 26" and 27" November PSN
Weekend Tour.

December: PSN Christmas Party & AGM 18
December.


mailto:bird_cm2000@yahoo.com.au
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PSN Permaculture Courses 2011

This year Permaculture North will be presenting some new
and different courses and workshops.

NEWIl AiWhat is Permacul ture?o
3" April (Also repeated in October 2011)

Are you new to Permaculture and not sure its for You?? Then
thisone-day wor kshop is for you.
Permaculture, a suckit-and-see type day to see what its all
about before diving into full on training. The day will be
informal, relaxed and full of laughs while you explore and
gather loads of information and a broad overview of what
Permacul tureb6s all about. It
starting off and a great stepping stone to the PSN Intro
Course a few weeks later. Lunch, morning and afternoon tea
are included in price. COST: $95 members $135 nonmembers
and $195 corporate

Bookings and inquiries: Penny (02) 9888 2575

NEW!! PSN Introduction to Permaculture 23 o026 "
April 2011, Karonga School Epping . Also repeated in
October 2011)

This 4 day Introduction to Permaculture Course is the first of
its kind anywhere. It will cover the whole Introduction to
Permaculture book by Bill Mollison as well as offer many
practical hands on experiences in the kitchen gardens at the
school. It will be fun, interactive very informative and yummy.
Most Intros are only two days so this unique course will offer
you much more. Four experienced Trainers will be presenting
in this course and participants will receive a certificate upon
completion. Lunch, morning and afternoon tea also provided.
Cost: $395 for members, non-members $435 and corporate
$495. Contact Penny Pyett (02) 94486301 for bookings.

Permaculture Design Certificate Course (PDC) 4
i 10™ July. Karonga School, Epping.

M June

The PSN Permaculture Design Certificate Course will be run
over 6 weekends again this year and suit those that want to
remain in Sydney and need to work. It will include a weekend
excursion to Permaculture Properties as well as group work,
practical design work and a range of activities. Six great
professional and experienced trainers will cover all aspects of
the Designers Manual and more over this time and these will
be weekends you will never forget. Inquiries: Penny (02)
98882575. News. Cost: $1,200 members non-members

$1,250 Corporate $1,495. Course includes all meals and costs.

Inquiries Penny (02(9888- 2575)

More details in next issue of PSN and check out the PSN
website for further details. www.permaculturenorth.org

allyn river permaculture

Courses this year

- Introduction to permaculture Feb 25 -27. At Allynbrook,
Hunter Valley. Cost $250 includes lunch, morning and after-
noon teas. If you wish to stay on site during the course an
extra $25 per night will cover dinner and breakfast. Course
also runs in May, August, November as well as PDC and Farm
and garden design courses .

See our website for a range of workshops that we will be
holding throughout the year -
www.allynriverpermaculture.com.au

Bookings or additional information Please contact Peter Breck-
nock on 4938 9748 or 0418
farm). E info@allynriverpermaculture.com.au

wo Naigng!

2009
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National Permaculture Day 1 *
May 2011 by Penny Pyett

g{macquéeLPﬁyo(l\éP ) this year will be Sunday T
May. (Although some events will start on Sat of that

weekend) It is definitely off to a great start as we have just
been told we (PSN) were successful in receiving a grant

I $010$39,725or RPD! flor® e CoAmonwealth Government

Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestryfi Car i
Count r y i pr@mo@ sustainable agriculture in both
urban and rural environments, conserving bio-diversity and
the environment. The grant will largely be used for publicity

video etc, and co-ordination of the big day.

Events will be held around the country with open homes and
farms, films, educational workshops, permablitzes and a range
of other things. This is an opportunity for the public to see
positive Permaculture projects in action, to talk personally to
the people Iiving it and
opportunity for the Permaculture Movement to showcase
itself. Last year thousands flocked to find out what
Permaculture is all about, to see home gardens and to find
answers or solutions to problems. This year promises to be
even bigger and better with many more individual permies
and groups on board.

Have a look at our NPD website www.permacultureday.info .

VISIT WWW.PERMACULTUREDAY.INFO FOR A
COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS HAPPENING IN
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD. ADMISSION IS FREE!

This poject s upporied by Pesmacultre Sy theouph funding #om the Australan Goveenment Caringfoeoue Counry.

307 (mobile doesndt work at
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Aerated Compost Tea (AACT) Brewer by Julie Salvisberg

Doug Taylor has been trialing a new Actively Aerated Compost
Tea (AACT) Brewer on a normal household block.

This is an easy way of getting microbial life back into our garden
soils. These little hard working bugs are essential for good
healthy plant growth. AACT is easy, cheap, fun to make, and
scientifically proven to work.

A batch of two hundred litres of concentrated solution was made
for this demonstration. This easily covered all of 800 square
household block consisting of two vegetable patches, nhumerous
fruit trees bushes and lawns. The solution was sprayed up and
under, down and over plant plus drenching lawns and soils.

A 200-litre concentrate of AACT was made and used however
one can also dilute this to 400 litres. With some additional food
for the microbes 400 litres can easily be sprayed over double the

area to same effect.

It is recommended AACT be used at least once a month to
build up good healthy variety of microbial life in our depleted
soils.

Itds a wonder ful beneficial nat
win, win, solution for everything and everyone. Healthy soil,
healthy plants, healthy animals and people.

As Doug quietly remarked 06itos a
and a revolution in the making. This biological approach to

food production may well turn out to have a bigger impact on

the world than the personal computer. AACT may turn out to

be a key success factor in futur

Photos of equipment and spraying procedures below:




